
Advocacy Training



FACCC Recent Successful Legislation - 
focused on supporting students
AB 2315 (Arambula) - 2022 (on the Governorʼs desk)
Requires CCCs to allow students, faculty, and staff to use their chosen name on all non-legal 

documents and programs.

AB 1326  (Arambula) - 2021
Requires county human services agencies to designate a staff liaison as a point of contact for 

higher education counselors.

AB 2884 (Berman) - 2020
Allows districts to use restricted lottery funds for student basic needs.

AB 595 (Medina) - 2019 
Allows undocumented students to use an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) in 

lieu of a social security number when enrolling in career education programs with a background 

check component.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2315
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1326
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2884
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB595


How policy gets proposed, 
changed, and implemented

California Education Code
• Enacted by the Legislature
• Signed by the Governor
• Often requires regulations and/or 

funding

Trailer Bill/Budget Bill Language
• Intended to implement funding 

changes or requirements

California Code of Regulations
• 5C (Curriculum Committee)
• Consultation Council
• CCC Board of Governors
• Intended to implement state law (Ed 

Code)



Budget Process
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New Requests
Release of 

Governorʼs Budget
(January 10)

Budget Trailer Bills 
Introduced 

(January-February)

Budget Hearings
LAO Report

(February to June)

Governorʼs 
Revisions

(April and May)

Legislative Actions
(June)

Governorʼs 
Consideration

(June)

Budget Year 
Begins
(July 1)

https://www.ebudget.ca.gov/
https://www.ebudget.ca.gov/
https://esd.dof.ca.gov/trailer-bill/trailerBill.html
https://esd.dof.ca.gov/trailer-bill/trailerBill.html
https://lao.ca.gov/Policy-Areas?areaId=4&category=4
https://www.ebudget.ca.gov/
https://www.ebudget.ca.gov/
https://www.ebudget.ca.gov/
https://www.ebudget.ca.gov/
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New Requests
Bill Introduction 

Deadline
(February)

1st House 
Committee Hearings 

(March-May)

1st House Floor 
Vote Deadline

(May)

2nd House 
Committee Hearings 

(June-August)

Legislative Deadline
(September) 

Governor’s Final 
Actions

(October)

Effective Date of 
Statutes

(January 1)

Legislative Cycle



https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/home.xhtml

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/home.xhtml


AB 2315 (Arambula)
● Would require CCC’s to 

allow students, faculty, and 
staff to use their chosen 
name where legal names 
are not required by law

● No cost associated with it
● No opposition
● Bipartisan support with 

some Republicans 
abstaining or opposing

● Waiting on the Governor…



How Many Bills?
Assembly Members and Senators are limited to introducing fifty and forty 
bills (each, respectively) per two-year session. 

Possible 5,600 bills per two year cycle.

2021 
● 2,379 Bills introduced in the state legislature 

○ 203 bills introduced pertinent to CCCs

● 836 made it to the Governorʼs desk

○ 91 new laws pertinent to CCCs



Whatʼs going on today?
• As of 9 a.m. Gov Newsom had ~150 bills to sign, 

not sign, or veto (including significant higher ed. 
bills)

• Currently has a ~16% veto rate 
• Fun fact! Oct. 4, 1994, Gov. Wilson intended to 

veto 9 bills, but the aide delivering the bills left 
them on a copy machine and they became law



Statewide 
Legislators

Statewide 
System 

Partners 

At the local 
District 

Level
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The Advocacy Process



Political Makeup of the Legislature
January 2022

Senate (40 members): 
• 33 Dems
• 7 Rep
• Super majority is 2/3 or 27

Assembly (80 members): 
• 57 Dems
• 18 Rep
• 1 independent
• 4 vacancy

Super majority is 2/3 or 53
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Significant Turnover in the Legislature 
(34/120)

Wedrawthelinesca.org

● Newly drawn districts 
resulting from 2020 
census

● Term limits

● Retirements

● Legislators running for 
other elected positions or 
leaving for other careers



Who are your representatives? 

Click here  to search by 
your home address for your 
legislative representatives.

How about your college 
district address?
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https://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/


Connecting with your legislator
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Education Policy Committees
Assembly Higher Education
• Jeanice Warden-Washington, Chief 

Consultant

Senate Education
• Olgalilia Ramirez, Consultant
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https://ahed.assembly.ca.gov/
https://sedn.senate.ca.gov/


Advocacy Tool Kits
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https://ssccc.org/what-we-do/advocacy-toolkits.html


Itʼs a lot to keep up with… so let system 
partners help. Check positions on:

• ASCCC Legislative Positions 

• FACCC Legislative Positions

• CFT Legislative Updates

• CCA Legislation and Political Action

• CCCCO Tracked Legislation

• CCLC Legislative Actions
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https://www.asccc.org/legislative-positions
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publish.aspx?session=21&id=c46c38e2-40d8-49bb-a9aa-7d7ea2c467ea
https://www.cft.org/legislative-updates
https://cca4us.org/issuesandaction/legislationpoliticalaction/
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Governmental-Relations-Policy-in-Action/Policy-in-action/State-Relations/Tracked-Legislation
https://ccleague.org/advocacy/legislative-actions


Building a relationship -  year round 
Research the legislator - start with their website
Know their staff members

Meet on a regular basis
• One-on-one meetings
• Town hall meetings
• District meetings 
• Special events
• Invite to a student meeting 

Ask how you can assist the legislator



Legislature Information and Contacts
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Senate
● California Senate
● Roster of Members of Senate
● Streaming of Senate Committee Hearings

Assembly
● California Assembly
● Roster of Members of the Assembly
● Streaming of Assembly Committee Hearings

https://www.senate.ca.gov/
https://www.senate.ca.gov/senators
https://www.senate.ca.gov/media
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/assemblymembers
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/todaysevents


Legislative Advocacy Meeting
• In these meetings you are a representative of the SSCCC

• Share your stories and experiences

• Keep it short and be sure the story is on message 

• Focus on the issues you’re the most comfortable 
discussing and most passionate about. 

• It is okay if you don’t have all the answers

• Use this as an opportunity for follow up



First…Make a Connection!

22



The Power of the story

“There are two ways to share 
knowledge. You can push 
information out. You can pull 
them in with a story.” 

– Unknown
23
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The Doʼs and Donʼts of Advocating
Be prepared

Be respectful & honest

Breathe 

Be reliable

Ask for support

Leave something behind



In-Person Etiquette
• Be on time

• But also be patient, sometimes staff run late

• Wear business attire

• Introduce yourself using your affiliation or school

• Follow the staff lead about hand shakes or fist bumps

• Bring extra copies of materials 



Zoom Etiquette
• Keep personal distractions and background noise to a minimum
• Turn off phones and notifications that might disrupt the call
• Mute when not talking
• Non distracting background
• Add position to Zoom name (click on the three dots)
• No fun Zoom filters
• Use natural camera angle
• Business attire waist up
• Have materials ready to email or post in chat
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Set Yourself Up For Success
• Remember who you represent in these meetings

• Appoint a leader to facilitate the discussion

• The leaderʼs job is to keep the group on point. 

• Share your stories and experiences

• Keep it short and be sure the story is on message 

• Focus on the issues youʼre the most comfortable discussing and most passionate 
about. 

• It is okay if you donʼt have all the answers

• Use this as an opportunity for follow up



Working as a Group: Example
1. Introductions
2. Leader of advocacy team summarizes all “asks”
3. Rotate through each team member 

a. Diving deeper into a single “ask”
b. Provide a concise example that illustrates the benefit to students

4. Leader 
a. Remind legislator or staffer of advocacy materials
b. Ask if there is anything other materials or resources that you can 

provide

5. Conclude 
6. Thank You



Practice Before the 
Meeting

• Practicing messages and 
researching the office youʼre 
visiting are both necessary for 
preparation. 

• Scenarios and role playing can 
help your team figure out how 
to put preparation into action. 

At the end of the 
meeting

● Debrief with your group

● Follow-up with legislative staff

● Send a thank you note



Scenario One

Issue: 
Chosen name

Legislative Office Characteristics: 
● Geography: San Jose
● District politics: Progressive
● Economy: Technology 
● Authored bill: Student food pantries 
● San Jose City College



Scenario Two
Issue: 
Cal Grant Reform 

Legislative Office Characteristics: 
● Geography: Central Valley 
● District politics: Moderate 
● Economy: Agriculture 
● Authored bill: Defunding Calbright 
● Merced College



Scenario Three
Issue: 

Basic Needs Support for Students

Legislative Office Characteristics: 
● Geography: Santa Clarita
● District politics: Moderate and competitive 
● Economy: Suburbs 
● Authored bill: Performance-based funding
● College of the Canyons 



Scenario Four
Issue: 
Mental Health Support for Students

Legislative Office Characteristics: 
● Geography: Redding
● District politics: Conservative 
● Economy: Nursing and Caregivers 
● Authored bill: Higher education accountability office 
● Shasta College



FACCC

Thank you!

Email Address
info@faccc.org

Website
www.faccc.org

Wendy Brill-Wynkoop
FACCC President
brillwynkoop@gmail.com


